
Jungwook Kim



Jungwook Kim (b. 1970) is an artist based in Seoul who explores a complex interplay 
between physical, conceptual, and transcendental realities, through the lens of Korean ink 
painting using the cosmos as a unifying theme. Rooted in East Asian painting, Kim’s work 
features a vast spectrum of subjects— the universe, star clusters, light, energy, living creatures, 
saints, and supernatural entities. These subjects bridge three realms: the physically 
observable, the accessible through conceptual imagination, and the transcendent beyond 
human understanding. While each element exists independently, they collectively weave a 
unified pattern revealing that everything is interconnected. 

Radiating lights and linear lines are recurring visual signatures in her works. They symbolize the 
universal flow of energy, affirming the shared rhythms between those three realms and the 
cosmos. Equally evocative is the motif of the eye, a symbol of human perception and its quest 
for understanding reality. This emphasizes humanity’s dual role as an inseparable part of the 
universe and as its reflective observer. These symbolic expressions coalesce seamlessly within 
Kim’s overall composition, reflecting the artist’s deeply held beliefs and philosophical inquiries. 

At the heart of Kim’s creative practices lies an unwavering authenticity. Her artistic validity is 
faithful to a profound desire to articulate the essence of reality— a yearning that finds 
consistent expressions in the recurring themes and symbols that shape her work. Through the 
interplay of the universe, light, energy, and supernatural beings, Kim’s art channels the artist’s 
innermost ontological questions. These elements not only reflect her introspective depth but 
also reveals an unrelenting drive to give visual form to these existential contemplations. 

Jungwook Kim held numerous solo exhibitions, most notably at Kumho Museum of Art and 
the OCI Museum of Art in Seoul. She also participated in a number of group exhibitions, 
including the National Museum of Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea; Seoul Museum of 
Art, Seoul, Korea; Suwon Museum of Art, Suwon, Korea; OCI Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea; 
Daejeon Museum of Art, Daejeon, Korea; Seoul National University Museum of Art; HOW 
Museum, Shanghai, China, and No.9 Cork Street, London, UK. Kim’s works are in several 
public collections, such as the National Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea; Seoul Museum 
of Art, Seoul National University Museum of Art, Suwon Museum of Art, OCI Museum of Art, 
HOW Museum (China), and Project Space 176 (UK). 

Biography 
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Wonder



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
162 x 130.5 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2021 

Ink on paper laid on cotton 
130 x 120 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of Karma, 2023, Jason Haam, Frieze No.9 Cork St, London, UK



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
148 x 130.3 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
130 x 162 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of All Things, 2023, OCI Museum, Seoul, Korea



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
130 x 162 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of Karma II, 2025, Jason Haam, Frieze No.9 Cork St, London, UK



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper 
laid on cotton 
125 x 162 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of Condo London 2025: Karma II, 2025, Carlos/Ishikawa, London, UK



Ego



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
162 x 112 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
162 x 130 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper 
laid on cotton 

162 x 130.3 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper 
laid on cotton 

170 x 116.5 cm

Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper 
laid on cotton 

170 x 116.5 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of Karma II, 2025, Jason Haam, Frieze No.9 Cork St, London, UK



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2009 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
162 x 130 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper 
laid on cotton 
130 x 162 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of All Things, 2023, OCI Museum, Seoul, Korea



Humor



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink on paper laid on cotton 
90 x 160 cm

Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink on paper laid on cotton 
90 x 160 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 
Ink on paper  
120 x 120 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of All Things, 2023, OCI Museum, Seoul, Korea



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper  
laid on cotton 
162 x 112 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of All Things, 2023, OCI Museum, Seoul, Korea



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 
Ink on paper 

33.5 x 24.5 cm

Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 
Ink on paper 

33.5 x 24.5 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 
Ink on paper  
40 x 40 cm



Pain



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2008 

Ink and color onpaper  
laid on cotton 

170.2 x 116.6 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2010 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
169 x 116 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of Karma, 2023, Jason Haam, Frieze No.9 Cork St, London, UK



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2012 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
170 x 116.5 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
162 x 112 cm



Jungwook Kim, Installation View of All Things, 2023, OCI Museum, Seoul, Korea



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2023 
Ink on paper  
120 x 120 cm



Jungwook Kim 
Untitled, 2012 

Ink and color on paper laid on cotton 
130.5 x 162.5 cm
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Jungwook Kim 
Born in 1970 in Seoul, Korea 
Currently Lives and works in Seoul, Korea 

Solo Exhibitions 

2023  All Things, OCI Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea  
  
2015  얼마나 이상한 일인가, Gallery Skape, Seoul, Korea 
  
2012  빛나는 것들, Gallery Skape, Seoul, Korea 
  
2018   Gallery Skape, Seoul, Korea 
  
2006   Gallery Skape, Seoul, Korea 

2004   Gallery Fish, Seoul, Korea 

1998   Kumho Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

Selected Group Exhibition 

2025    Karma II, Jason Haam, Frieze No. 9 
     Cork Street, London, UK 

2024    검은우주, Artspace Hohwa, Seoul, Korea 
 Time Lapse, Pace Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

2023    OH! ORIENTAL PAINTING, Art Center White    
 Block, Paju, Korea  

  Poems brought into images, The Museum of  
  Korean Modern Literature, Incheon, Korea 
  Life Is Now Kinder Than Paradise, Jeju Museum  
  of Art, Jeju Island, Korea 

2022    jason haam: five years, part one, Jason Haam,  
 Seoul, Korea 

  Mystery Play of Romanticist, Space Willing N 
  Dealing, Seoul, Korea 
  Masquerade, National Museum of  



2021  Wongi Sul Collection <“1+1“ A Collector“s  
View>, One and J Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

            Gapado memories, Gapado AiR Gallery,   
Gapado, Korea 

          As you wish, Space Willing N Dealing, Seoul,  
Korea 

          Songs without words, Gallery soso, Paju, Korea  

2020   Slipping into the recurring future, Sejong 
Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

 [Re] Collect, Seoul National University Museum  
 of Art, Seoul, Korea 
 Are You Depressed?, Seoul National University  
 Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

2019   Re-classification: The night leads to the night,  
Suwon Museum of Art, Suwon, Korea  

  
2018   A kind of self-portrait, Gangneung Arts Center,  

Gangneung, Korea 
           A kind of self-portrait, Jeongeup Museum of  

 Art, Jeongeup, Korea 
 Jeonnam International SUMUK Biennale,  
 Mokpo Cultural Arts Center, Mokpo, Korea 

2017   Beyond Korean Style Painting Reality and  
 Sense, Muan Seungwoo Oh Museum of Art,   
 Muan, Korea 

2016    Journey to a Fluid Island, Kumho Museum of  
  Art, Seoul, Korea 

            Retrospect, Gallery Skape, Seoul, Korea 
  Falling in Love with Women’s Portraits, Sejong    
  Center for the Performing Arts, Seoul, Korea 

2015    STOP, and SEE, National Museum of Modern  
  and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea 
  Untitled, National Museum of Modern and  
  Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea 
  Mother’s Life (organized by National Museum  
  of Modern and Contemporary Art), Geoje Arts  
  Center, Geoje, Korea 
  Play with Drawing, Ilwoo Space, Seoul, Korea 

2014   As I am turning to 40, it’s too late to put down   
 my brush, UNC Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

2013   Real Landscape, True Reflection, OCI Museum,  
Seoul, Korea 



2013  The Moment We Awe, Contemporary Art from    
 Korea, HOW Art Museum, Wenzhou, China 
 Age of Grand Navigation, Busan Museum of  
 Art, Busan, Korea 

2012   Golden DNA: Jungwook Kim, Joonsung Bae, 
Ilju & Seonhwa Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

           Korean Figurative Painting 2012, Kwanhoon  
 gallery, Seoul, Korea 

2011   Thinking of SARUBIA, Gana Art Center, Seoul,  
Korea  

 Closer to Contemporary, Gyeonggi Museum of  
 Modern Art, Ansan, Korea 

2010   30th Anniversary of the Young Korean Artists,  
MMCA Gwacheon, Gwacheon, Korea 

  Inside Out: Jungwook Kim, Sungmyung Chun,    
  Unseal Contemporary, Tokyo, Japan 

 2009   The Portrait of Water Vein 2009-Korea, Japan,  
 two of today, Hokkaido Museum of Modern art,   
 Hokkaido, Japan 

  New Acquisitions 2009, National Museum of  
  Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon,  
  Korea 

2008    A Perspective on Contemporary Art 6:  
 Emotional Drawing, The National Museum of  
 Modern Art, Tokyo, Japan 
 60 Years of Women History, the Step of Their  
 Lives, Seoul Women Plaza, Seoul, Korea 

2007    37 31’N 126 578’ E Seoul, Archeus Gallery,  
  London, United Kingdom 
  Korean Painting 1953-2007, Seoul Museum of     
  Art, Seoul, Korea  

2006   Pre-International Incheon Women Artists'  
 Biennale-respiration, Incheon Metropolitan City  
 Culture & Art Center, Incheon, Korea 

2005   Against Translation, Total Museum, Seoul, Korea 
The Seoul Art Exhibition 2005, Seoul Museum 
of Arts, Seoul, Korea 	

2004   15th Anniversary Special Exhibition 86, Kumho  
 Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea	
 Healing Image, Daejeon Municipal Museum of  
 Art, Daejeon, Korea  



2003  The Story of the Artist's Affection for Liquid,  
Savina Museum of Contemporary Art, Seoul,   
Korea 
I, YOU, US, Sungkok Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

2002   Private Narrative, Busan Museum of Art, Busan, 
Korea 

2001   Youthful Creation-To See and to Be Seen, In &  
Out, Sejong Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

1999   Hobuhohyung, Art Sonje Center, Seoul, Korea 
10 Years Anniversary Exhibition, Kumho   
Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

1998   New Ventures-Korean Young Artists Exhibition 
98, National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Gwacheon, Korea 

1997   Keunmaek, Dukwon Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

1996   Figure of Color and Ink, Seoul Arts Center,  
 Seoul, Korea 

1995   Eight Steps, Kwanhoon Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

1994  Akyojikyo, Gallery Tuh, Seoul, Korea 

Awards and Fellowships 
  
1996   Young Artist Prize, Jungkyungja Art Foundation 

Public Collections 

National Museum of Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, 
Korea 
Seoul Museum of Modern Art, Seoul, Korea 
Seoul National University Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 
Suwon Museum of Art, Suwon, Korea 
OCI Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 
HOW Art Museum, Shanghai, China 
Art Bank, National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Gwacheon, Korea 
Gyeonggi Museum of Modern Art, Ansan, Korea 
Daejeon Museum of Modern Art, Daejeon, Korea 
Project Space 176, London, United Kingdom 

Education 

1994    BFA, Duksung Women’s Univ., Seoul, Korea 



Please note that the text and photography included are strictly for internal 
purposes and may not be reproduced in any form without written permission 

from the copyright holder. 

All requests to reproduce or distribute the text and images must be submitted 
to the gallery in writing, and to the additional copyright holders. 

All artworks © Jungwook Kim


